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Strategic /A\ir Command

. is big business in Fairfield-Suisun. The Air Force Base
with its 3,500 military and 900 civilian personnel provides a
12 million dollar annual payroll.



" Aerial Gatevvay

to

The Padific”

Established July 6, 1942 as a fighter base, The Fairfield-
Suisun Air Base in June of '43 was turned over to the Air
Transport Command by the Western Defense Command, for
the purpose of processing crews for Pacific overseas service.

Operating with the regularity of the subway service from
Grand Ceniral Station to the Bronx, the base maintained a
schedule of hourly flights to the Pacific theatres, and the in-
coming planes kept a similar schedule. During the height of
the war twenty-four hours each day, twenty-four flights each
day left for transoceanic cruises. These planes often returned
carrying full loads of wounded. Up to the end of the war they
had evacuated 108,500 patients without a single fatality, and
since then have brought in 123,000.

Currently the home of the 150Ist Air Transport Group
of the Pacific Division of the Military Air Transport Service,
before this book goes to press, the base will also house the
9th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing so that the field will have
rounded out its experience with fighters, bombers, and now
with reconnaissance planes. It will still continue its operational
scheduled flights over 110,000 miles of airline route, but will
be under the jurisdiction of the 9th Strategic Air Command.

(THE COVER IS A U.S.A.F. PICTURE WITH SUISUN IN RIGHT
FOREGROUND AND FAIRFIELD IN LEFT BACKGROUND)



